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TAGS: EAID, BB 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT OF BARBADOS REQUEST USG ASSISTANCE FOR 
REGIONAL OPTHALMIC TRAINING 
REF: BRIDGETOWN 0857 

1. AID CANNOT APPROVE ASSISTANCE REQUESTED REFTEL THROUGH 
AID GRANT TO INTERNATIONAL EYE FOUNDATION, BECAUSE OPTHALMIC 
PROGRAM WOULD HAVE RELATIVELY LOW PRIORITY WHEN MEASURED 
AGAINST PROGRAM DEMANDS IN OTHER AREAS (AGRICULTURAL 
DIVERSIFICATION, MALARIA ERADICATION, ETC.). 

2. HOWEVER, GIVEN RATHER HIGH GOG INTEREST AND SELF HELP 
CONTRIBUTIONS, AS WELL AS POTENTIAL REGIONAL SPIN-OFF 
BENEFITS THIS PROPOSED PROJECT, AID/W PREPARED AUTHORIZE 
UTILIZATION EMBASSY’S FY-74 SDAA FUNDS TO ASSIST THIS PRO- 
JECT. IF AMBASSADOR SO DESIRES TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION, 

PLEASE ADVISE ASAP SO THAT APPROPRIATE SDAA ALLOTMENT FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FY-74 CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE. SISCO UNQTE SISCO 
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